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In this paper we present the quite rich inventory of consonants in Venda, a Southern Bantu 

language, and two phonological processes (known as “mutations”) which affect them. The 

inventory comprises 74 consonants, of which 27 are palatalised or labiovelarised. We will 

show that within our Government Phonology approach, both the consonants themselves and 

the mutation processes affecting them receive quite normal representations, and that the 

large number of consonants (and related mutations) result from the maximal exploitation of 

each phonological element to gain the largest possible number of contrasts. Interestingly, 

Venda still manages to avoid many of the more “exotic” consonants of Southern Africa and 

front rounded vowel-like articulations (labiopalatalisation). 
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voiceless aspirated stops pȹ  tʝȹ tȹ   kȹ  

voiceless plain stops p  tʝ t   k  

voiced stops b  dʝ d   g  

nasal stops m  nʝ n   ŋ  

prenasalised voiced stops mb  nʝdʝ nd   ŋg  

voiceless aspirated affricates pfh   tsh tȓh    

voiceless plain affricates pf   ts tȓ    

voiced affricates bv   dz dȢ    

prenasalised voiced affricates mbv   ndz ndȢ    

voiceless fricatives Ȉ f  s ȓ  x  

voiced fricatives β v  z Ȣ    

prenasalised voiced fricatives1  mv  nz nȢ    

trill    r     

laterals   lʝ l     

glides w     j  Ƕ 
 

                                                 
1 In many, perhaps all, cases the prenasalised voiced fricatives are not distinct from the corresponding 

affricates. 
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Palatalised andPalatalised andPalatalised andPalatalised and    
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voiceless aspirated stops phw, (*phj)  tʝhw, (*tʝhj) thw, thj   khw  

voiceless plain stops pw (*pj)  (*tʝw, *tʝj) tw, tj   kw  

voiced stops bw, bj  
(*dʝw, 

*dʝj) 
dw, dj   gw  

nasal stops2 mw (*mj)   nw (*nj)   ŋw  

voiceless aspirated 

affricates 
   

tshw 

(*tshj) 

tȓhw 

(*tȓhj) 
   

voiceless plain affricates none, but tshw and tȓhw are probably tsw and tȓw respectively 

voiced affricates    dzw (*dȢw)    

voiceless fricatives    sw (ȓw)    

voiced fricatives    zw (*Ȣw)    

trill    (*rw)     

laterals   (*lʝ) lw     

glides (*wj)     (*jw)  Ƕw 

prenasalised voiced stops mbw, (mbj)  (*nʝdʝw) ndw, (ndj)   ŋgw  

prenasalised voiced 

affricates 
   ndzw (*ndȢw)    

prenasalised voiced 

fricatives3 
   nzw (*nȢw)    

 

                                                 
2 In many, perhaps all, cases mw is not distinct from ŋw. 
3 In many, perhaps all, cases the prenasalised voiced fricatives are not distinct from the corresponding 

affricates. 


