PLM SEMINAR:

Topic: Approaches to language and meaning
Convener: Malgorzata Fabiszak
From a semiotic point of view, an autonomistic theory of semantics seems appropriate, if we want to understand, among other things, why conceptual structure is not simply content (compact and cultural); why language is neither pure concept nor pure content; why we can know what language refers to and what it does not refer to; why there is meaning outside language; and why expressed meaning can mean ‘something else’ than what it shows us that it means.
Brandt, Per Aage.1995:162

The study of language has always been a study of meaning. In the last century both language and meaning have been a focus of investigations within different fields: philosophy, semiotics, linguistics, psychology and others. The belief underlying this seminar is that for an interaction between the disciplines to be possible there must be a general representational level, a tertium comparationis, that would make a translation from one domain to another possible. Another related question is: Do these theoretical concepts proposed by philosophy, semiotics or linguistics find any support in psycholinguistic experiments?


Contributions from researchers working in any of these or related disciplines are kindly invited, in particular
· empirical studies developing a bridge theory between raw data and their implication for linguistic theory,

· cognitive semiotics analyses contributing to text analysis, including literary text analysis,

· philosophical investigations conducive to language theory.

Anonymous abstracts of 300-500 words stating the aim of the study, the methodology and the expected results and stressing clearly its relationship to language and meaning are expected by January 15th 2005. Please send them as attachments to an email message stating the identity of the author to fagosia@ifa.amu.edu.pl
The abstracts will be reviewed by two international anonymous reviewers. 
Notification of acceptance will be sent by February 20th 2005.

