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The Problem of Rule Complexity in Implicit/Explicit Learning
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This paper aims to present the findings of the eairesearch conducted on the categorization of
grammatical rules by means of teacher’s judgments.

Although the literature on SLA is characterized dylebate over whether or not second language
acquisition should make students attend to formyvést majority of publications support the ideat th
some kind of focus on form is useful to some extimtsome forms, for some students, at some point
in the learning process. (DeKeyser, 2003) As theblem of implicit/explicit learning is far more
complex to be dealt with in a single research studysh to explore the following research problem:
what forms to be learned explicitly or implicitly.

The question can be approached from two perspactiviestly, one can theoretically define and
categorize grammatical structures. Many researdlizkeyser 2003, Ellis 2006 etc.) agree that the
complexity of rules plays an important role in tiifferential effectiveness of implicit and explicit
learning, but complexity itself is hard to defirigecondly, empirical research may be conducted on
this question, to categorize rule by means of tedsfudgments.

Approaching rule difficulty from this second persfree, the present study intends to examine
teacher’s evaluation of ten L2 structures on a-éxel scale, ranging from very easy to very diffic
Research methods consisted of questionnaires ingludsks of ranking different level grammatical
structures and qualitative interviews meant tafustachers’ choices regarding rule difficulty.

Subjects were high school and university teacheosnfSzeged (Hungary) and Csikszereda
(Transylvania). Both more (10 or more years of eag) and less (1-5 years of teaching) experienced
teachers were considered. Finally, a comparatiaysis of the findings from the two regions was
carried out.

By conducting this research | wish to raise therdion of researchers that in the matter of defjni
rule complexity linguists should rely more on thdgments of those who are more experienced in this
field and to cooperate with them.
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