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Comparing the language policies and the revitalization process of Celtic languages at
the beginning of 21st century
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Since the 1990s, a number of significant developmesiated to the revitalization of Celtic langusige

may be noted: Welsh Language Act in 1993, Welshemddy and Scottish Parliament, opened in
1999, Ofis ar Brezhoneg in 1999, Irish Language #ct2003 (took effect in 2006), Gaelic

Development Agency (Bord na Gaidhlig) in 2003, Gakanguage Act in 2006, Recognition of Irish
as an Official language of EU in 2007, etc.

The ratification by the UK of the European Charfier Regional or Minority Languages in 2001
(additional recognition in 2003) brought 5 Cel@mgjuages in official recognition by the UK in terms
their status as regional minority languages: Welsrnish, Manx, Scottish Gaelic and Irish Gaelrc (i
Northern Ireland). This charter has a strong pdaethe revitalization of regional minority langlesy

in EU level. But Breton is not recognized by thimder, as the French government has not ratified i
yet.

Welsh is absolutely in the leading position withime revitalization processes. Welsh language
schemes, required of every public organization (afsb some in private sector) by the Welsh
Language Act became effective in 2000s and now are see everywhere the bilingual signs and
indications in Wales.

Breton, Scottish Gaelic and Irish are following tvelsh lead in terms of bilingual signs and for the
utilization in media, but not always in an effeetiway. We will discuss here what kind of policies a
necessary for the real revitalization and what thee obstacles. We will propose the comparative
perspective not only between these languages BBot tal other minority languages in developed
countries.



