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Looking into the translating mind: Research methods and future perspectives 
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This presentation is devoted to a review of past and present research methods used to tap into language 
processing in the process of translation. Starting with the pioneering method of thinking aloud 
(Börsch, 1986) which initiated interest in translation process studies, a range of available empirical 
tools is presented including computer software Translog (Jakobsen, 1998; Alves, 2003) and Camtasia. 
Continuing into modern times, recent neurolinguistic trends in observing the translator’s brain (Price 
and Green, 1999; Rodriguez-Fornells et al., 2006) to discover the mechanics of the translating mind 
are presented. All the research methods are discussed in terms of their strengths and weaknesses and 
major methodological concerns are presented. In the second part of the presentation I will discuss 
possible gains from interlingual language processing studies for our understanding of language 
representation and processing. Finally, I will try to point to some future perspectives in the study of 
interlingual language processing stressing that this area of investigation is worthwhile with promising 
intellectual potential for foreign language teaching (Jensen, 1998), translator training and language and 
translation research.  
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