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In the light of recent work on the multimodal basis of interpersonally coordinated interactive events, 

this paper will consider how thinking and reasoning processes are constructed in and through inter-

individual patterns of multi-agent and embodied multimodal interaction. The notion that thinking and 

reasoning are centred on or confined to the biological individual is questioned. An interactivist 

alternative will be proposed. In this framework, I shall consider some of the ways in which language 

extends action, perception, and thinking. Some questions the paper will explore include: What is the 

role of embodied multimodal meaning-making in the creation of external representations that guide 

and modulate activity and awareness in various tasks and social practices? How do these resources 

function to select, connect and focus on cognitively salient aspects of the environment of the agents-

in-interaction? How do interpersonally coordinated patterns of bodily activity enable agents to lock 

into environmental tasks, organise them, segment them into separate components, link their different 

parts into larger wholes, conceptualise them, and enable complex computational tasks to be handled as 

socially distributed and embodied ones (instead of individually internal and abstract mental ones) 

whereby the external world is harnessed and coordinated in and through inter-individual activity with 

embodied sense-making and perception in order to solve cognitive and thinking tasks and problems. 

What are the implications for a theory of learning?  

Some episodes of video recorded interaction will be discussed in relation to these questions. 

Implications for how we theorise and analyse “language” and its role in such processes will also be 

discussed. 
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