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Bilingual signage in Wales, and indeed in many other situations of language minoritisation,
would seem to indicate a positive phase in the history of the language — it seemingly indicates
an official (and serious) attempt on the part of local authorities to provide full, bilingual
information for those citizens who require or desire it. However, the picture is more complex
that it first appears, and a number of sometimes unconscious attitudes, beliefs and ideologies
come into play here.

Taking a critical sociolinguistic perspective (Heller 2003), in this paper I will explore the
increasing visibility of the Welsh language in the linguistic landscape of Wales. Legislation
over the past twenty years or so has ensured that ‘signs ... have a very visible impact on the
character of an area, including its linguistic character’ (Planning Guidance (Wales), 2000,
para. 13) but the process of making the linguistic landscape of Wales more visibly Welsh has
not proved to be a smooth process, by any means. The indexicality of Welsh language signage
will be explored, especially its importance for Welsh and non-Welsh speakers, and also the
apparent ‘ideology of contempt’ (Dorian 1998: 7; Grillo 1989: 173-4), which has led to many
instances of inaccurate signage appearing in the Welsh linguistic landscape (James 2011). The
effects of such tokenism will be explored in the final, concluding sections of the paper, with
reference to recent fieldwork which has recently been carried out (Hornsby and Vigers 2012).
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