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Contemporary texts are commonly of multimodal nature, especially in electronic media, combining
different semiotic modes, such as writing, images and sounds. However, the presence of visual
aspects in written documents is not a new phenomenon. The visuality and non-linearity of historical
texts, especially medieval manuscripts and early printed books, have been recently appreciated as
essential for understanding the meanings communicated by them (e.g. Jucker and Pahta 2011,
Machan 2011, Carroll et al. 2013, McConchie 2013, Rogos-Hebda 2016). My contribution,
likewise, investigates pictorial aspects of a historical text. It fits into the research areas of both
pragmaphilology and visual pragmatics or “pragmatics on the page”. The former studies the
context, including its physical and social aspects in which a historical text was produced, people
involved in the process of its production as well as its recipients (Jacobs and Jucker 1995: 11-12),
whereas the latter, also referred to as “pragmatics on the page”, is defined by Carroll et al. (2013:
56) as “anything on the page that adds meaning to the linguistic message”.

The aim of my study has been chiefly to identify what paratextual, more specifically visual,
elements early printers employed (e.g. the style and size of typefaces, the page layout, the
placement and size of illustrations), in what way these elements functioned as pragmatic markers,
that is what meanings the printers communicated through these devices at particular levels of
discourse (including the fextual level, the interactional level and the stance level), as well as to trace
the evolution of these printers’ pragmatic strategies, including the inventory and use of visual
pragmatic markers in consecutive editions of the title selected for investigation. The methodology
adopted for the analysis follows that proposed by Carroll et al (2013), including four stages: 1) the
identification of several utterances of the same text, here the twelve printed editions of an early
modern book of good conduct for children, entitled The School of Vertue (1557-1687); 2) the
preparation of an etic microanalytic description of the textual and visual aspects of the earliest
available edition of the book; 3) a comparison of the other eleven editions of the same book with the
first one with regard to visual differences; 4) the interpretation of the meaning of and motivation
behind the diachronic variation traced in the series of utterances under consideration, taking an emic
and pragmaphilological approach to the material analysed. The source materials for my analysis
have been consulted at the EEBO website, in the form of facsimiles.

(411 words)

References
Primary sources: The School of Vertue editions

Seager (Segar) [Francis]. 1557. The schoole of Uertue, and booke of good Nourture for chyldren, and youth
to learne theyr dutie by. Newely perused, corrected, and augmented by the fyrst Auctour. F. S With a briefe
declaration of the dutie of eche degree. London: Wyllyam Seares. (STC 22135)

Seager [Francis] and Robert Crowley. 1582. The Schoole of Vertue... London: H. Denham. (STC 22136)

Seager [Francis] and Robert Crowley. 1593. The Schoole of Vertue... London: [John Charlewood for]
Richard Iones. (STC 22137)

Seager [Francis] and Robert Crowley. 1621. The Schoole of Vertue... London: G. E. for T. P. and I. W. (STC
22137.7)



Seager [Francis] and Robert Crowley. [1626]. The Schoole of Vertue... London: M. Flesher for R. Bird. (STC
22138)

Seager [Francis] and Robert Crowley. [c. 1630]. The Schoole of Vertue... London: M. Flesher for R. Bird.
(STC 22138.3)

Seager [Francis] and Robert Crowley. [c. 1635]. The Schoole of Vertue... London: M. Flesher for R. Bird.
(STC 22138.5)

Seager [Francis] and Robert Crowley. [c. 1640]. [The Schoole of Vertue... London: M. Flesher for R. Bird].
(STC 22138.7)

Seager [Francis] and Robert Crowley. [c. 1660]. The Schoole of Vertue... London: M. Flesher for I. Wright.
(Wing S2171)

Seager [Francis] and Robert Crowley. [1670]. The School of Vertue... London: E. Crowch for J. Wright.
(Wing S2412C)

Seager [Francis] and Robert Crowley. 1677. The School of Vertue... London: for J. Wright. (Wing S2412D)

Seager [Francis] and Robert Crowley. 1687. The School of Vertue... London: for M. W. and G. Conyers.
(Wing S2412E)

Secondary sources

Carroll, Ruth, Risto Hiltunen, Matti Peikola, Janne Skaffari, Sanna-Kaisa Tanskanen, Ellen Valle, and Brita
Warvik. 2003. “Introduction”, in: Risto Hiltunen and Janne Skaffari (eds.), Discourse perspectives on
English: Medieval to modern. Amsterdam and Philadelphia: John Benjamins, 1-12.

EEBO = Early English Books Online, http://eebo.chadwyck.com/

Jacobs, Andreas and Andreas H. Jucker. 1995. “Introduction”, in: Andreas H. Jucker (ed.), Historical
pragmatics: Pragmatic developments in the history of English. Amsterdam and Philadelphia: John
Benjamins, 3-33.

Jucker, Andreas H. & Piivi Pahta. 2011. ‘Communicating manuscripts: Authors, scribes, readers, listeners
and communicating characters’, in: Pdivi Pahta & Andreas H. Jucker (eds.), Communicating early English
manuscripts. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 3-10.

Machan, Tim William. 2011. “The visual pragmatics of code-switching in Late Middle English literature”,
in: Herbert Schendl and Laura Wright (eds.), Code-switching in early English. Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter,
303-333.

McConchie, Roderick W. 2013. “Some reflections on early modern printed title-pages”, in: Anneli
Meurman-Solin and Jukka Tyrkko (eds.), Studies in variation, contacts and change in English 14: Principles
and practices for the digital editing and annotation of diachronic data. Helsinki: VARIENG.
<http://www.helsinki.fi/varieng/series/volumes/14/mcconchie/>

Rogos-Hebda, Justyna. 2016. “The visual text: Bibliographic codes as pragmatic markers on a manuscript
page”. Studia Anglica Posnaniensia 51(3), 37-44.

STC = Jackson, William Alexander — Frederic Sutherland Ferguson — Katharine F. Pantzer (eds.),
Pollard, Alfred William — Gilbert Richard Redgrave (compilers). 1976. 4 Short-title Catalogue of
Books Printed in England, Scotland and Ireland and of English Books Printed Abroad, 1475-1640,
Volume 2: I-Z. (2" edition) London: Bibliographical Society.

Wing = Wing, Donald Goddard. 1982—-1998. Short-title Catalogue of Books Printed in England,
Scotland, Ireland, Wales and British America and of English Books Printed in Other Countries. (2"
edition) New York: The Modern Language Association of America.



