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I. INTRODUCTION

1.1. The approach to diphthongs in the present paper will be phonemic.
A diphthong is defined as “‘a sequence of & vowel and a semi-vowel”. The
possibilities of treating and transcribing a diphthong as one unit are left here
without discussion. Diphthongs are divided into categorics of falling and rising
according to the order of the two glides. A diphthong is falling when the
first element is more prominent (syllabic). A diphthong is rising when the
order of thoe glides is reversed (the second glide is syllabic). The third type of
diphthongs is called the centring diphthong which begins with a vowel and
ends with /of (a neuntral half-open position). The schwa is non-syllabic.

1.2. Sequences: Semivowel-V4-Semivowel, V4-Semivowelt[of or VA
Semivowel--V are not discussed in the present paper becausc most of them
are treated as triphthongs, and, in part because the difficulties connected with
establishing boundaries which either separate a preceding vowel from a rising’
diphthong or a vowel which follows a falling diphthong, e.g. faja/ in Poligh
{majaj can be divided as fmaj-af or {ma-ja/. None of the possibilities seems to
be more acceptable because jmaj/ exists separately. The fact advocates the
existence here of a falling diphthong. Nevertheless, the division into syllables.
fma-ja/ is preferable.

1.3. Distribution covers the occurrence of diphthongs in three positions:
initial, medial and final,
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Ii. THE DISTRIBUTION OF ENGLISH DIPHTHONGS

2.1. The analysis is based mainly on Standard British English. Sometimes
references to American English will be made. Al three types of diphthongs
appear in English. There are twe semivowels in English /j/ and /w/. Let us
examine the possible combinations of the semivowels, and of the schwa with

vowels,

2.2. Rising diphthongs /j+V/ and [fw+V/.

a) j+V
Table 1
Position | Initial Medial Final
fief {ielfyell, yet, yellow yelp, yvesterday : 3
f1ef fiepifyappy, vak, yealmpton, Yarico, ~ e
yvashmack
fiaf /jafyoung, yum, voungster, Youge ! -re—e
yucea
'.fj_car,’ fjad/yard, yah yarn, yardicy, Yar- | churchyard?
mouth millard
fisf | /iedjyod, yonder, Yorrick you'refin | /bi’jond/? beyond,
| rapid speech)
fjof | fjonfyawn, yore, yours, York, Yorker ' 4
fiju/ fjns/use, Utah, utility, " uvula, utensil | /stimjulejt/ stim-| /mevju/® nephew,
ulate, eute, duty, | bedew
accuracy, val-
i ueless, postulate
ﬂ;} | /isnjyearn, year, yocarling, Yerkes | - half year fhefja/?
lief fjo’selvz/vourselyvea® {ejpjon/ apian, /windje/windier,
Jie'viyou havo bilabial, alluvial, | rimpia, India,

- e -

gentient, opin-
1on, canadiam,
sarboman, ete.

Cynthia, schizo-
phronia, ete.

L In medlal and final position fief ia radueed to fia/, The diphthongs may be in complemcentary distribution
since fj3f in the initial position {8 found only occasionally.

1 Found only occasionally,

1 Found only cceasjonally. The pronanciation [bMfandf is also frequent.

¢ Found 1 forelegn words (fjed] flord or In fkjoriasf curious, fkjo/ cure, However, the promuzneintions fkjuarlaaf
and fkjug are mere freqguent,

§ The propuneiation [juwvulal or fjuwa/ ts mora frequent in British Tnglish. fju/ in the initizl posltion is found
in foreign words ffjusaff Y ussnaf.

2 Found only gceasionally.

? The appearanoe Ia pocaslonal,

P Found only occasionally,
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b} w4V Table 2
Position | Initial Medial Final
fwif farilf will, wilful, {dwindl/ dwindle,
widow, which, whig, quit, twin,
wormen, ete.
jwe/ | fwelf well, whelp, fdwel/ dwell, question, | ———
wedding, welcome, twelve, quest
welfare, Weller, etc. _
fwef jweg/ wag, wagon, ftwen/ twang, twangle, | ————
wagfall, waggery, gang,
Wagnell, W.A.'T., etec.
Jwaf fwan/ one, won, n
wonderful, wondrous, -
fwof /wodi/ waddy, wafle, | ftwodl/ twaddle,
was, Wal, Waller, quadroon, squad,
wan, wand, ete. quarrel, quadruple,
fwof ] {wolf wall, walnut, [’dwof} dwarf, squash, 2
walrus, walk, warlike, quarter
warm, water, ete,
feuf ” fwud/ wood, wool, fin‘wud/ inwood,
wolf, woman, Wodard, | Elmwood, boyhood,
| Wolsey, Chirwood, ehildhood
fwaf fwak/ work, worse, password, deepword, ~
worship, world, Edward
Weken s | . ] _
Jwo/ b Vfowed{ forward, fa’jowaflowa?
toward, mward,
backward,
! Found occaslonally in foralgn words: /patwo/ patois, fskwof sguaw,
t Found oceasionally In foreign worde; fwa habi/ Wahabi.
P Found occaricnally.
2.3. English falling diphthongs.
a) V-] Table 3
Position | Initial [ Medial | Final
fiif fijt} eat, eol, eastward, | /fijld/ field, mean, bee, pea, tree jiri)f
Eaater, e'n, etc. keen, fourteen, ete. | be, sce, sea, kay, Bm'_
fejf fejkf ache, A.B.C., ape, | [fojs/ face, lato, make, | fdejf day, May, say,
eight, ancient, amen date, state, veil, stc. 0.K., play, etc.
corner, ete. )
faf Jaj’diel{ ideal, idol, frajd/ ride, bribe, side, | ftaj/ tie, s.igh, die,
identity, ice, icon, etc. | mioce, died, nice, ote. lie, my, high, cte.
“fajf Joil] oil, oink, oystor, | /bajl/ boil, soil, boy, coy, toy, joy

Oystrakh, Oisin

sxploit, Lloyd
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All above diphthongs can oeccur in all positions.

by V4w Table 4
Position | Inttial [ Medial Final
faw/ Jewna/ ounce, out, Jo’bawt/ about, loud, /baw/ bow, how,
cutrageous, outline down, mouse, found, cOwW, Crow, thou
outsider house
faw/ —— [smuw8/ smooth, food, | fduw/ do, trus, who,
move, root, tooth, clue, through
droop
fawjAmerican| fawk/ oak, own, over, Lmﬂl-éwpf hape, boat T {gaw/ go, flow, too,
fow/ only home, both, noble follow, dough

fuw/ in the initial position is occasionally found in foreign words [“uwlond/
Ungland, juwgrion/ Ugrian. '

The appearance of English fallng diphthongs is restricted according to
their consonantal environment. The so-called “distribution B’ is examined

by Trnka and some others.

2.4. Centring diphthongs [—/V4 /. Table 5
Position | Initial Medial Final
Jie/f Jion/ Ian, ear, fim’pieriel/ imperial, {biaf beer, fear, dear,
parphones period, pierce, fierce, queer, hear, here,
welrd, beard windier, ete,
Jeo/ j&’omajlf air mail, {preeri/ prairio, prayor, | prayer, bear fbeo/, )
asroplane book, scarce, wearing faar, fare, dare,
aquare, ete.
fua/f /puslif poorly, surely, | /pue/ poor, sure,
eurious, cured, mature, aperture,
i moar, rewer, oto,

There is also a centring diphthong foa/, e.g. fsoadf sword in medial position,
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jakby ubocznie w wyniku réznych tendencyj artykulacyjnych’”. Diuska
{1950/ treats sequences of vowels with ¢ as diphthongs; however com-
binations of vowels with g are not interpreted as diphthongs bhecause 4 can
stand alone in such words as gba or mugy. The so-called nasal vowels are
described by Dluska and Koneczna as diphthongs (in the case of Koneczna
as diphthongoids). The following diphthongs with nasal glides can be dis-
tinguished: ey, oy, 4y, . ¢ @J, &, 3.

3.2. According to the definition of the diphthong accepted in the present
paper all combinations of vowels with [j/ and /w/ are treated as diphthongs
because [j/ and [w/ in Polish are definitely semivowels. Diphthongs with /w/
glides are optional since consonantal pronunciation flf of [w/ is preserved
by many speakers. :

3.3. Polish rising diphthongs.

a) +V Table 6
Position | Initial Medial | Final
fiel /jogo/ jego, jez, joniec, | fdjecezja/ diecezia, fdepozycje/ delicje,
jerniola, jesien, jesion, | dieta, hacjenda, Tacje, nacje, dalie
ete, traktiernia
fiaf fjar/ jar, jarosz, diament, facjata, akacja, gracje,

jarzmo, Jaroein, jagnig | diabel, diadem, emisja, dyskusja,

{floa/floor, /moe/more in final. However, the pronunciation fsed/, /mo/, /flo/
18 more frequent.

IIT. THE DISTRIBUTION OF POLISH DIPHTHONGS

3.1. The status of Polish diphthongs, both rising and falling, is not so
clear as in the case of English diphthongs. A lot of phoneticians do not mention
diphthongs at all. Koneczna (1965 : 126) discusses diphthongs, diphthongoids
and thriphthongs, pointing out the fact: “Klasycznych albo wlasciwych dyfton-
gﬁ‘i:if opadajacych zwigzanych z bardzo silnym przyciskiem wyrazowym charak-
teryzujgcych na przyklad jezyk starofrancuski albo tez liczna grupe jezykdéw
germatiskich w jezyku polskim nie ma... Polskie dyftongi powstawaly raczej

diagnoza drogeria, dyrokeja
fjo] jodla, jota, jod fjod/, | fujovi/ wujowi, /daljo/ dalia, akacjo,
Jozafat fantazjowaé, wariowad, | pasjo, eksmisjo,
hipostazjowad drogerio, dyreke)jo
faf 5 fjuf juz, juk, jutrzenka,| ——— R
junak, jutro, jusei .
b) w4V Table 7
Position | Initial | Medial | Final
fwyf fwysy/ tysy, lyko, fewynuy/ stynny, fzwy/ zly, mgly,
lyzka, lyzwa, lypad, miyn, slyszed, plynny, | pchly, pobladly,
ofc, blyszezeé, ete. widly, dorosty,
fwaf fweb/ teb, Leba, lezka, ! fupadwes/ upadies, /mdwe/ mdle, zle,
lachtas, zgadles, skradles, zmokte, zbladle,
rhiadzilem, zbladlem, zgasle, upadic
fwaf fwax/ lach, laska, {kwami/ kbami, klamea, | /pxwa/ pehla, mdla,
labedz, lagodny, zlamadé, zlazid, karla, sadla, hasla,
falkomy, odlamek | masla
jwao/f fwom/ tom, lopata, {kwopot/ klopot, zloto, | ftwo/ tlo, pehlo,
fotr, lopot, lono, lowea | oglosié, edlozyé sadto, mydlo, gardio
fwuf fwuk{ tuk, luna, lupié, | fdwute/dtuto, oglupieé, | jewu/ zh, hashu,
tuska, 10w, Fozko dlugi shuga, chalupa mydlu, gardhy

w-| ¥V sequences in Polish show ne restrictlons.
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3.4. Polish falling diphthongs.

a} Vi Table 8
Tosition | Initial ) | ‘Medial _i . Ifinal
13/ — [Zinijkaf zinijka, fkajf kij, 2mij, wij,
harmonijka, pijiy pij, Zwij
Walijezyk, lesbijka
iyil g ——s [Syika) syika. finyj/ myj, 2], 7],
kolomy jka, Aryjezyk, przykry), chry}
i ] ‘wyr} jezyk, Iber}r]c?vlc )
feif - | f;Jg_L,J’ ejzel - - J|I'm ejskif nueplu fdobrejf dobroj,
!_ wicjski, alcjka, kﬂ]ﬂjlm,! blizej, dalej, nalej,
| licjsny, tubejszy j fmiej, malo]
fojf ) N R ~ i fajkaf ﬁ:l;jk&, grnglm, fkraj/ kraj, maj,
Ht-l“ﬂ.jk zaymownd, bodaj, daj
h}ﬁj;’_ o 'rme_jn’ﬂéj al.i{:im}”, : e n]qlm;’ wojsko, i ukoj, ahoj*
| ojezym, Qjedw strojny, bojkot, wojny,
! bugnbngn};
jajf T T jujmay njma’t, ujraed, ,l’ban ef bujiie, hu_]da, fsfuj/, awdj, sk,
ujscio béjka, s6jka, stojkowy | sl6j, zuj, zboj, ku)

L Appears only eceastonally in that poaltion,

* Appears very rarcly In foreign worda: [fajnos/ for Ajnoa,
T The appearance of fojf in that position is cocasional.

s n)fin that position i3 oceaslongl.

' fujf ln that position appears only occaslonally.

b) There is also a group of {V4-jf diphthongs with nasal glides?:

Tabhle B
Fositlon T T T T Medd | Bl
,J'H,f e ‘ j:—';fiiskij dwinski | ,fm-‘:i:if AV, it
Sy
‘f}’” I ——— ; _,,f.l_qdr\ ‘L‘iklf Inth}ub]n i ;'pwi.'if phyni, slyn
. ] mhu& 31 L =
‘,n'?_f | |_ LJ&]\I;I renski, zonski, | Jdmg_L,I' duren, jelen,
! ] Lenisk: A TH I3Y
,h;)gfl' R aE T 17 k(ﬂ‘:lxll’ kotiski, -f'{lwﬂ, dlon, slod,
plmmlu we skron, ko
R ! — — EEELY ] Itare= AL T} —
ff‘ﬂf’ e ‘111&41{4 Marika, . “mdﬂ ;mhm
': | Udanski, dranski | poda, snmdnm -
i ﬁ}!!’ |~ _______ _l___ V___:__J.'dl:_;li&lﬂf dﬁ_.’]ﬂki, i "rl']hs]!.l' pluu ]11“ 211711

| torunskl

1 Poyliah diphthongs of the V 4 j type with nasal glides cannot appear in tle initial position,
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¢) V4w Table 10
~ Position Medial Fosl

fiw/

Initial

fmiwka Milka, pilka,
zanilkl feclloquial

/biw/ bil, pit, walif,
zlousell, okrwawil,
ostuind

. [yw/ —_— [gywhka/ zylka, JZyw/ 2y}, opatrzyl,
pownytka, pylka, barylkay tyl, byl sayvl
few/ fowk/ Elk, Europa? [pewny/ pelny, belkot, . jz-,f"ntw. ! éwintel,
euforia, eutanazja, poetzadé, webia, skrzydet, wulel,
Kufrat awlatopetk mydel, suydet
faw fawtaj/ Altaj, fpawlka/ palka, fapaw ] spal, wylsl,
Austria, autograf, watkort, chatlka, oddychal, popychal,
autoryvtet, aurcola, Suwalki winykad, eymbat
‘emspi-::je
jowy Jowtag! ottary? fkown'e £/ kolnierz fos’ow [ osiot, grajdol,
zolnierz, kotpak, dzieeial, rmatot,
atolka, koltun Mongol
juw) fkuwka/ kotka, szkétka, | fkuw/ kul, plul psul,

potka, przegzotka

szkGl, pszezod

o)

fewbriologja/
embriologia?, empiryzm

fbg\;}-'d(;\f,-’ bede,
wazedzie, reka, zebowy,
debowy

fzehrgyw/ zebre,t
febre, blore, tocze,
usigde

jow/ jopdrasele/ Ondraszek, | /ngytvaf matwa, flravQy | trawa,
ontologla maka, strak, krag, rak | matws, gromads,
kupsg, tratwa
IEyT jaws/ ans. ftrawa]! tramwaj, e
Ambirozy
wnfiteatr,

UoAppeears juozeatboe wornds very rarely,
* Foutsl only oceaslonally.

¥ FPoanel endy in forclgn words.

S Tnocodloguiad Modern Polish the pronoaneing of few)! in fing positlon is rather ﬂrtlﬂf_iﬂ-i
oA ppenrs anly oecasionelly,

IV. THE

DIPHTHONGS

COMPARISON OF THE DISTRIBUTION OF POLISH AND ENGLISH

4.1. There are three types of diphthongs in English and only two types
in Polish. There is no schwa in Polish. Such Polish words as aeroplan, licea,
muzeq contamn seque;n{:es of two vowcls faf-ef or fed-af. Each of the vowels
is syllabic. Falling and rising diphthongs show many similarities. Structures of
diphthongs are the same: V45, V4w, j4V and w+ V. No other structures
arc present in either of the two languages as far as falling and rising diphthongs
are concerned, except that Polish glides have nasal variants,

4.2. Let us examine the distribution of English and Polish diphthongs.
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4.3. Rising diphthongs. Table 11

Position Initial Medial Fmal

English fjg/
English [ja/
Enghsh [jo/
Enghsh fje/
Polish fje/
English [jaf
English /fjaf
Polish [jaf
English [jof
English [jo/
Polish fjof
English /jaf
Polish [juf

l
|

I W ol
Lk

[

e o e

N
[ S

s

Very often the articulation of glides is different in both languages. Neverthe-
less, it seems reasonable to find corresponding diphthongs in the two languages.

There are more English diphthongs of the type j+V because English
has more vowels. Polish diphthongs can occur in medial and final positions
more freely, and in final positions, except fju/. Only one English diphtheng
can occur freely in the final position fjo/. fj/ is found in that position very
rarely. Here may be included some advice for both Polish and English learners,
Poles learning English have to be taught to reduce final vowels of j4-V to

/a{, and Englishmen who learn Polish have to be taught to diversify and

pronounce distinctively the final glide of j+4V type.
All English and Polish diphthongs can ocour in the initial positions.

Table 12

Final

=
%

Position, ] Trnitial |

English /wif
Polish jwy/
English fwof
English fwaf
English fwe/
English jwe/
Polieh fwe/
English fwaf
Polish /{wa/
Eunglish fwa/
English fwof
Polish jwof
English fwu/
Polish [fwuf

e
I ol

| e borts ] |

-t

e o N IS S S A

b o NN RSN R RN

.
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The number of English diphthongs of the type w--V is greater than the
number of Polish diphthongs of that structure. Almost all Polish and English
can appear in the initial position (except English fwa/) and medial (except
English /wa/). All Polish diphthongs of that type can occur freely in the
final position. English diphthongs are found rarely in that position.

4.4. Falling diphthongs.

Table 12
Poaition | Initial Medial | Final
English /ij/ Gk | o +
Potish /ij/ = 1 3.
Polish [y)/ = I +
English fej/ &+ + 3
Polish jej/ i £ o
English /[aj/ + + +
Polish [aj/ — o o
English foj/ o o o +
Polish foj/f -+ -+ +
Polish /uj/ + + +

The number of Polish diphthongs of that type is much greater when taking
into consideration nasal varieties. All English diphthongs of the type (V+j)
can occur in the initial position while the occurrences of Polish diphthongs
of that type are oceasional (see 3.4.), Possibly here is the source of the tendency
of Polish learners of English to prononnee many English words having a diph-
thong in the initial position as single vowels.

Table 13
Position Initial | Medial Final

Polish [yw/ -~ i + -
Palish [iw/ e e -+
Polish [fow/ 4 L =fe
Fnglish faw/ - -} -
Polish faw/ -L = SR
English faw/ _

American fow/ i T 5
Polish fow/ + + +
English fuw/ — -+ 4-
Polish fuw/ — bt +

The number of Polish diphthongs of that type is greater than the number
of English (V-4w) diphthongs, espocially when taking into consideration nasal
varietics. (see 3.4.¢) as with in the preceding type all English and Polish diph-

6 Papars and studles v, II
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thongs can appear freely in medial positions. English (uw} does not appear in
the initial position. The appearance of Polish diphthongs of that type in that
position is occasional (may be except [aw().

4.5. Contring diphthongs do not appear in Polish and they may constitutc a
considerable problem to Polish Learners.
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