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Abstract. In the seventies South Africa became a nuclear power. This paper examines 
the circumstances of and reasons for developing national nuclear capacities. The author 
presents the political and strategic situation of South Africa and the new threats and 
challenges which appeared after the collapse of Portuguese colonies in Africa and the 
arrival of the first Cuban units in Angola. In this context the South African authorities 
considered the development of nuclear weapons as a fundamental factor in creating a 
balance of power, and also as an important political tool. It must be emphasised that South 
Africa saw its own nuclear capacity as an instrument of policy, rather than a classical type 
weapon to be used on the battlefield. At the end of the apartheid era the South African 
nuclear bombs were deactivated and dismantled. The country also stopped construction 
of ballistic missiles. At present the Republic of South Africa is ‘free’ of nuclear weapons.
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1. Probleemstelling

Als enige staat ter wereld bouwde de Republiek Zuid-Afrika een nationale 
krijgsmacht op en zag vervolgens volledig bewust af van kernwapenontwikkeling, 
gedeeltelijk vanwege de uiterst gecompliceerde internationale en binnenlandse 




