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Abstract. In coherence with old ethnographic references, twins and albinos are still seen, 
in southern Mozambique, as the result and the cause of cosmic calamities. They were 
struck by lightning bolts inside their pregnant mothers, and they will dry the land un-
less they are buried under special conditions, or just ‘vanish’ from the Earth. The special 
conditions imposed on their lives and deaths were extrapolated, in recent decades, to 
depict an unexpected category of people: the political prisoners who vanished from colo-
nial jails, or were sent by the post-indepen dence state to ‘re-education camps.’ However, 
this was not the case of the ‘unproductive’ urbanites who disappeared under domestic 
exile in the Niassa region. The beliefs about twins and albinos were used in order to ex-
press a local moral statement about political power: it is socially threatening to jeopardise  
the established power; but it is illicit, for a legitimate power, to take unfair decisions about 
the people under its responsibility.
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1. Introduction

Some years ago, I paid a visit to Martins Matsolo, the hereditary chief of the re-
gion where the aluminium smelter Mozal was built, near Maputo, the capital of 
Mozambique. I wanted to question him about an idea which was becoming com-
mon among the workers that during the ceremony preceding the construction 




