
1 This paper refers to the second edition of the dictionary, first published in 1978. Re-
published in 1980 by OUP in Cape Town, it offers approximately 4,000 entries for
headwords which belong to the “unconventional part of the English vocabulary” which
originated in, or is specific to, South Africa (DSAE: vii).
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Abstract. Functional labels, analytical definitions and examples in verb entries in A Dictionary
of South African English are analyzed from the point of view of their capacity for conveying
syntactic information. While labels provide explicit information on verb transitivity and
examples illustrate the use of verbs, analytical definitions need to be carefully framed in
keeping with lexicographic conventions to explain meaning and reflect the syntactic
behavior of the words being defined, using not only appropriately chosen genus terms, but
also the so-called ‘hole’-convention and defining formulas based on semantic primitives.
A study of 90 verb entries from the dictionary shows that they are far from complete
repositories of congruent syntactic information; some sources of verb syntax are missing
from the entries and those present more often than not give contradictory information.
Therefore, the dictionary does not seem to offer real assistance in encoding.
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1. Introduction

The aim of this article is to find out whether verb entries in A Dictionary of South
African English (henceforth DSAE) convey consistent information on the most
fundamental property of verbs, i.e. transitivity.1 The study is divided into two
parts. The first, theoretical half provides an overview of basic sources of syntactic
information in verb entries, focussing specifically on defining standards which
apply to verbs. The second part of the paper presents findings from an analysis of
the treatment of verb syntax in DSAE.


